
T H E

ENGLISH II I  AP & AP/DC SUMMER READING 2019-20

G L A S S
C A S T L E

In English III AP & AP/DC, the course focus is strongly centered on the 

establishment, development, and delivery of an author's argument. 

Identifying the primary argument being presented and the various 

rhetorical devices that are strategically used to create and sustain the 

effectiveness of those arguments is a critical component of these junior- 

level courses. Common practices will include close analysis of tone, 

theme, and other stylistic devices. Your summer reading tasks will focus 

on the reading of a district-selected nonfiction text, the creative 

interpretation of a symbol from the text, and the writing of a theme- 

driven argumentative essay.

Address any questions to the following individuals: 

PSJA ECHS: marisol.gonzalez@psjaisd.us 

PSJA North ECHS: delilah.farias@psjaisd.us 

PSJA Memorial ECHS: lorena.guerra@psjaisd.us 

PSJA Southwest ECHS: otila.hembree@psjaisd.us 

TSTEM ECHS: vasthi.rodriguez@psjaisd.us 

Central Office: sandra.velarde@psjaisd.us

The pdf version of Jeanette Walls' memoir can be found at this web address:  

https://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/17638/ 

The_Glass_Castle.pdf



The Glass Castle details the story of Jeannette Walls and her family. 

Constantly short on cash and food, the family moves around the 

country frequently and tries to re-settle. Though the family is 

dysfunctional, the memoir communicates itself without condemning 

either of the Walls parents. Read the text carefully and completely. 

Consider the various themes presented throughout the text.

TASK 1 :  READ

TASK 2:  CREATE
Wells presents various symbols throughout the text. On a 8.5" x 11" 

sheet of paper, create an imaginative portrayal of a meaningful 

symbol that contributes to the overall theme. On a separate sheet, 

type a 150-200 word explanation of your interpretation of this symbol.

TASK 3:  WRITE

In Jeannette Walls’ memoir The Glass Castle, Jeannette’s mother decides to 

shoplift clothes for her preschooler Maureen. When Jeannette asks, “Isn’t 

that a sin?” her mother replies, “Not exactly… God doesn’t mind you 

bending the rules a little if you have a good reason. It’s sort of like a 

justifiable homicide. This is justifiable pilfering.” In a well-developed 

essay, defend, challenge, or qualify the argument that it is 

acceptable to bend the rules a little if one has good reason. Support 

your position with evidence from your own understanding, observation, or 

experience.

Read and analyze the excerpt below carefully; then, write a college-level 

response or reaction to its message. Your essay should be at least 1 page, 

typed, 12 point font, Times New Roman, double-spaced. Be sure to include 

at least 3 paragraphs (intro, body, conclusion) and sufficient textual 

evidence to support your position regarding the issue. Your response 

should be original. 


